
ssard IBcrssBIc Iolsrrg

Dls/v\ouorBg rolIBA plBuoo

rusrIBIrodurI
ueurog pue snrqdlod

https://www.libris.ro/polybius-roman-imperialism-9780715639429.html


686
882
8IZ
LLI
v9r

8Sr
6Vr
Z8I
7tt

xapul le.rauac
palrc saSBSSBdJo xapul

dqde.rEoqqrg
saloN

suorsnlcuoc

e"ndrug uBurog ar{}Jo arnlnd aql uo snrqdlo4'6
oleg puB ursrrBqrBg 'aruo5 'snrq,(1o4 'g

auro5Jo oorlros eql q snrqdlo4'l
aruo5Jo saruraug oql uo snrqdlo6 'g

alng puradrul
Jo uorlB^.rasoJd puB uorsuedrg 'uorlrsrnbcy aql uo snrqIlo4 'g

uorsuedxg aleurlr8el uo snrqdlo4 'p

uorlBururoc uBr.rrou ol apnlluY,snrq,,{1o4'II +JBd

tusqurradrul ueruog pue suBrJolslH 'g
tusqur"redrul ueruog pue sarceqdo.r4 's1ao4 '6

rusqer.radurl ueruog pue sreqdoso1rqd >Ioarp 'I

polrad cllsIuoIIaH arll uI uoltBululoc
IBIroduI o+ slunlcollotul Jo opntlmv oq; 'I +rBd

uorlcnporlul
suorl€r^arqqvJo +sIT

acBJoJd

sluoluoc

L8
q9

8V
6Z
LI

I
IIIX
XI



qI

'uoruIIuop

IErradur sprE.4,\ol apnl4?B sTr{ uI o3B srr{ Jo sIBn}JoIIaluI aq+ polqluasar
oq sder!\ IBluaruepunJ ur lerll o8Jarua aJoJaJor{} mr!\ +I 'Jaiaod 8uqn.r aq1

3o ecuepuadapur lenlcallalur uru+Jac E polJosord 1nq 'uorleuruop ueruog
popuoJop puu parrrupu aq ?Br{l '1e"raua8 ur alnr ler.radurr parrupe snrqdlo4
1eq1 panS.re aq rur!\ 1r '>leorrr slr{lJo o^.J }rBd uI 'uor}Bu }uBurruop aq+ uo"g
acuB?srp 1enlcaflo]ur urepoc B poure]urulu doql 1eq1 s1sa33ns osIB aTnJ IerJ
-edur o1 esuodser Jraql snr{Ji 'rarvr.od 8ur1n.r aql ,(q 'pe.rra;uoc s}qauaq oql
Jo (polarr.IcB JapJo or{l .rog lcedsa.r pocurlo uago slen1cafla]ur osorlJ 'uorlBu
lsrlereadrur ror{lo aruos ro aruog popuaJop Jo parrrupu dlensn sJor{lnB
qcFU!\ ur luaruuorr uo Ien+callolur uB 'auacs leuorleuralul aql Jo o.rnleaJ

IBruJou B sB uorururop ler.radrur ldacce o1 '1red lsoru oql "rog 'pasodsrp luau
-uoJr^uo lEnlcofla]ul uB ur a]oJ1r,\ snrqdlod lBr{} ?uapl^a aJoJaraql sI }I

'saruralo?d arll pue a8uqpe3 'ouog
,{lercedsa 'a8e crlsrualloH or{}Jo srellodBuqn.r luulrodrul ar{lJo raqloue Jo
auo popuaJop Jo poJrrupE suBrJolsq puE sralrJl',\ crlaqdo.rd 's1eo4 'd1r1e.rour

Jo srseq oql uo pagrlsnt oq pFoc lT ?BrI? paurelureru (raqdosolqd arolg
e ;lesurrq) snruoprsod uerJolsrq oql pue 'dcuerpadxa .ro dlrpeoru Jo srseq
oq? uo popuoJop oq plnoc a1n.r pr.redur roqlaq.^ palBqap s.reqdosopq4

'rBM crlepr.rqllI I lsrT,f or{l uJ d.ropp
Jo llnsa.I e su ,(eerue.rdns uuruoS Jo uoltEruJgJBal orl+ qly( pa+BuTrulnc
qcplr!\ 'p1eo.u, uBaueJJolrpal I aq?;o de.r.rns .snruoprsod qlr.&\ spua lI 'rBlA
crund 1s"rrg aq1 SurJnp uorsuedxe sues.reao lerlrur s.aruogJo dpnls ,snuqrq4
qlrrr,l, Suruur8ag 'd.ro1srq IEnlcalalur puB lBcrlqod go uorlrod 1n;Surueau e
sluesarder 'snrqd1o43o uedsa;q aql sapnlcul qcr-q&\ 'poread srrlJ 'orn?cnrls

Ieuorleuralur aql Jo aJn+BaJ lBrurou E sE uor+Eunuop prredrur paldac
-ce 'CB drnluac 1s.rg d1.rea oql pue prrr1l olel oql uoaalaq azrrpe 'qen1
-ca11a]ur asoql 'suol+decxe arer q]I&\ 'leq+ penS.re aq IITrlr ]I esuor?Bu Suqnt
relncrlrud a8pnf daql pTp 

^\oq 
pue 'oldrcurrd ur alne lereadurl Jo {uTql

suerJolsrq pue sJalrJ,{a crleqdo.rd 's1aod 'sraqdosopqd p1p teqlA 'uorleu
-rurop ler.radrurJo uouououeqd aql o1 (s4ee.rp-uou ale; e puu) slBnlcololur
>loarC Jo opnlr??B aql ourruuxo >Iooq slql Jo s.raldeqc oorr{} +srg ar{J

porrad crlsruaIIoH aq] uT uor]Buluroo

IBrrodrul o1 slBnlcollolul Jo apnlrllv aqJ

I }IEd



LT

-uoc aq IIra .{IrJE}unIo^ padoqo aABr{ 
^l,ou 1r1un oq.tr slcalqns 'suadduq

+Bql JI 'ocJoJ uo paseq aq ol aruoc deru g 'acrlsnf uo popunoJ lred lsoru
ar{l roJ IIIIs sT a.rrdrue ueruog aq1 q8noqlly 'ruroJ anp ur parBlcap pue 'pare;
-;ns sarrnlur roJ uor]Brlelal uT to 's.req1o o1 d1p.,to1 Jo ocuoJop-Jlas Jo lno
ua>lelrapun 's.re.Lr 1sn[ lq8nog e.,leq daq;, 'saqlB rraq] SuTpue;ap dq a.rrdrua

IBSJoArun E pa+EaJc a^Br{ suEruou ar{J 'suorlrpuoc asaql sausr?Bs aInJ
uBruog 'saAeIS srq EoJ?uoc JalsBru B se lou 'uaJplrqc sq spuBruruoc rar{}BJ
e se spafqns Jrar{+ oInJ ol salB}s }ueuluop sernbat rusqur.radurr Jo rure

luacgauaq aqJ 'acuapuedapur Sursrc.raxa 3o elqedec suorleu uo pasodrur
sr lr uor{1$, 1snlun sr tusqer.radtut ',rolo.tto11 'paranbuoc a.re daql oJoJaq op
dal{l uuql suor+rpuoc Ja}loq dolue pr"r suorleu pe;anbuoc uaq^' pue Suolrn
Surop uo.6 pelualard ore pa{cr^a ar{} uaq^\ asec ar{1 poapuT sr sq+ puB
'aldoed 5o sasselc urBlJac slrJauoq uorlBurproqns uoq,4a 1sn[ sr rusrlereadur
aJoJoJaqJ 'JorJaJur sr lBr.uv\ Jo eSuluerrpe arl+ JoJ '1saq sr +Br{1v\ uo uoluruop
sJaJuoc aJnlBN 'lsrxo uBc ,(larcos uBrunq su '1I lnoqll]v\ 'II€ Jo s1q8r.r
aql qlT.tr pouracuoc pue 'les.rarrrun '1eute1a 'Sur8ueqcun 'uoseoJ 1q8r.r pue
ornl€u qll^\ luolsrsuoc sr lr 'pop dq paqsrlqelsg 'suorlzlar Iurcos IIB Jo srsuq

IBr!.uossa aql 'acTlsn! auo dluo se3pe1.ra,ou>1ce 'dlu.rluoc oql uo 'snr1ee1
'(gt'gt'g'lszq

'a1CI '+ce1 Jc :62-8'g 'dag 'c13) ecrlsnf IErnlBu uer{1 ral{1er lsaralur-Jlas
uo popunoJ are 'eurogyo lerll Surpnlcur'se.ndtue IfV'srru#B leuorleuJo+ur
puB luauu.xe,ro8 ;o lcnpuoc ar{} JoJ srsBq alqBcrpe.rd dpo aq} si 1I '}ua
-rpedxe pue o^rlBIaU 'luartrozrpuu.r33e-Ras 3:o lrnsrnd ar{+ Jo uorlualuoc Jo
+uauqsrlqe?so oql q8no.rql sarlrunurruoc ro sdnol8 'slunprrrrpur relncrpud
7o a8eluu.Lpu oql 1E suru 'd711n dq paurruralap '(lse.ralur-Jlas luepn.rd
ol lualuArnba) ecqsnt p.l,rc 'pueq Jar{}o aql uO 'suorlelor leuor?€uJa?ur
pu€ luaruure,roS 3:o srsBq oql sB alqelmsun s] 1I 'srar{lo 1o s1q8pr aq} q}I&\
pauraruoc puE a?nlosqe sI lI asnecag '(atappat anbtnc unns) 1e 5o slq8r.r
aq1 spadsar 'poC ,(q paqsrlqelsa 'acrlsnl (an.r1 .ro) IBrnlBN 'ser.ro8elec

o.r\l o+ur acrlsnl g:o ldecuoc oql saphrp sn[qd snrrnd 'suor]Blal Ieuoq
-EuJolur puB ?uaruuJarr.oS;o lcnpuoc aql q acrlsnf;o oIoJ ar{l lnoqE s/(ar^
Sursoddo ssa.rdxa snrIaBT snreC pue snp{d snrJnd snrcnT sJalceJBr{c ar{1

rIcTrIA\ ur'octgqn4 aA aO s(oracrC Jo I {oog sr {Jo.&\ Jrar{1 Jo uorssncsrp JoJ

a"rnlredap;o lurod ar.IJ 'rusrlerJadurr ueruog;o ualqo.rd oql qll^{ pauJocuoc
aruecaq s"reqdosopud >1ea.rp '3g drnluec puocos aq+ Jo alppTru aql uI

rusrlBrJodrul ueurog
puB srorldosopq4 >Ioorc

. t.:. .:lu.- ..,,.,.,



Port L -lttitude to Irruperial DorrirLotiort iru the Helleruistic Period

sti'ained only through terror. and the survival of Rome itself may be
threatened (Cic. Rep. 3.33-41).

The arguments of Furius Philus and Laelius reflect a debate carried on
among intellectuals in Greece during the second century BC. Evidence
from the De Re Publico indicates that cicero based the speech of Fudus
Philus on alguments employed by the philosopher Carneades., In 155 BC
this scholar, head of the Academy, visited Rome in the company of Dio-
genes, leader of the Stoa, and Critolaus, head of the Peripatetic school.
These nren had been sent as ambassadors by the city of Athens to petition
the senate to cancel a fine imposed on the community as a result of
arbitration lendered by Sicl,on at the behest of Rome. This penalty had
been assessed against the Athenians for plundering the neighbouring city
of Oi'opus. \\'hiie in Rome. Carneades gave two public lectules. In the frrst
he maintained that goveLnment and international affairs must be founded
on justice: in the second he argued that self-interest must be the guiding
pi'rnciple in these domains.' The speech of Furius Philus, therefore, is
based on carneades' second lecture. Since the phrlosopher himself did not
publish anl.thing. Cicero probably derived information about his treat-
ment of justice and self-interest from the writings of Clitomachus, student
of Carneades and his successol as head of the Academy. However, Clito-
rnachus probably reported. not the tert of the lectures delivered by his
teacher at Rome, but a summary of the arguments employed by Carneades
over a period of time as he examined the question ofjustice and self-inter-
est.' Cicero may nevertheless have assumed that the material found in
Clrtomachus corresponded essentially to the tert of the lectures given by
Calneades at Rome.

The problem of lvhat source was used by Cicero for the speech of Laelius
has occasioned much debate. What survives of De Re Publica. Book 3. does
not erplicitly trace this speech to the arguments of Carneades or, indeed,
to any authodty. The speech of Laelius in fact shorvs evidence of various
philosophical influences, especially those of Plato, Aristotle and the Stoics.
\{ost importantly, Laelius' justification of imperialism (Cic. fiep. 3.38-9)
can be tlaced ultimately to Aristotle's defence of slavery and imperialism,
and to his discussion of the various forms of powel. According to Aristotle,
slavery is justified when master and slave are designed by nature to
occupy thei.r respective stations. Although the slave benefits from subor-
dination to his master, slavery is practised primarily in the interest of the
master. Moreover the philosopher, who associates imperial tule (h€ des-
potih1) rvith the master-slave relationship, maintains that it is justifred
u-hen ruling power and subject people are designed b5, nature to occupy
therl respective positions. Since Aristotle treats imperial rule as akin to
the master'-slave relationship. he presumably hoids that, although it
benefrts the subject people, it aims primarily at the interest of the ruling
po\\'el. -\ristotle. hor,vever, also refers to a form of imperial leadership that
he calls hegemony (.h€ h€gemorLio), which he deems justified when it aims
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Part I. Attitude to Imperial Domination in the Hellenistic Period

relevant works of Plato, Aristotle and the major Stoic authors when he
composed the speech of Laelius defending justice.

Nevertheless, he probably also used the arguments of Carneades as

reported by Clitomachus. In the first place, the variety of philosophical
influences observed in the speech of Laelius is consistent with the practice
of Carneades, who is said to have gathered a1I the arguments made in
defence of justice. Although he gave particular attention to Plato and
Aristotle, he also included the Stoics (Cic. Rep. 3.9-13).8 Second, the
collection of arguments marshalled by the Academic philosopher would
have provided a convenient starting-point for Cicero. That he used ancil-
Ia:ry material in his philosophical writing is evident foom the fact that, in
composing Book 3 of the De Officiis, Cicero read the Peri tou lzathAkontos

of Posidonius along with a summary of the chief points (Cic. Att. 16.ll.4;
16.14.3-4; Off. 1.159;3.8). Third, Lactantius (Diu. In st. 5.14.5) states that
Carneades in his first lecture assembled all the arguments made in favour
of justice (Cic. Rep.3.9). Since this information was derived from the De
Re Publica, it appears that Cicero himself, perhaps in the introduction to
Book 3, described the procedure followed by Carneades in his lectures on
justice. Thus Cicero had Carneades' arguments in defence of justice sous

la rnain when he composed Book 3 of the De Re htblica.It is therefore
Iikely that Cicero, in composing the speech of Laelius, not only consulted
the writings of Plato, Aristotle and the Stoics, but also used the collection
of arguments in favour of natural justice assembled by Carneades and
transmitted by Clitomachus.

A-Ithough the speech of Laelius was probably based on Carneades'
defence ofjustice as weII as direct consultation ofPlato, Aristotle and the
Stoics, Cicero avoided ascribing the statements of Laelius to the Academic
philosopher. This is because Carneades had merely assembled arguments
derived from the same prestigious authors. On the other hand, he attri-
buted the arguments of Furius Philus to Carneades because they
originated mainly with the sophists and their literary incarnations, fig-
ures such as Thrasymachus, Glaucon and Adeimantus, who appear in
Plato's Republic, and Callicles, a character in the Gorgias. The nameless
host and their literary spokesmen could be subsumed without offence
under the name of the Academic philosopher, who trained their weapons
upon the chiefrepresentatives ofthe elite schools.

Did Cicero himself construct the defence of imperialism that he assigns
to Laelius in Rep. 3.38-9, or did he frnd it in one of his sources? Laelius
justifies imperialism based on the beneficent rule of superior over inferior,
a dispensation decreed by nature for the advantage of the inferior. In
another passage, he warns about the danger of basing imperial rule on
force and terror instead ofjustice, explaining that subjects wiII in that case

cease to obey voluntarily (Cic. Rep. 4l). The same ideas constitute an
important theme within t}le Histories of the Stoic philosopher Posidonius,
to be considered in detail below.e Thus Cicero did not himself devise the
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Port L Atti,tude to InrperiaL Dontittotiort itt tlte Helletistic Period

the old Stoics, who treated the state in a purell' theoletical fashion,
Panaetrus wrote on this subject in a manner adapted for ordinary use by
peoples and states (Cic. Leq.3.14). A defence of imperialism would be
consistent with this practical bent."' Moreover. in Off. 2.21,-9, broadly
based on the Peri tou hath€ltotttos of Panaetius. Cicero maintains that
inpedalist nations should treat their subjects rvith justice and modela-
tion. rvhile caring for their interests (cf.2.75).'r He condemns resort to the
folce and severity employed by masters against their slaves. This empha-
sis on benefrcent rule coincides with the exposition of Laelius in Cic. ftep.
3.38-9. Also, Panaetius was on close terms with Scipio Aemilianus, con-
quelrol of Carthage and Numantia, whom he accompanied on the eastern
embassl' of 140-139 BC, and with r,vhom he discussed political matters.
Thus Panaetius was connected with members of the highest political
cilcles at Rome. and could be expected to take an interest in the political
issues confronting them.'' FinaIIy, to judge from the De Officiis of Cicero.
Panaetitrs' work Peri totL kath€horulos. rvhich considered action in terms of
moi'alit1' and erpediency, included discussion of government and interna-
tional affairs. Thus the justification of imperialism found in the speech of
Laelius rvas probably formulated by Panaetius in that treatise. written
about 140 BC.'n

Panaetius' book m.a), be seen in part as a reply to the arguments
Carneades had cited in favour of basing government and international
affairs on expediency. Carneades. molreover, had put forward the case for
both justice and expediencl,, which he presented as separate but comple-
mentary principles. In his Peri tou kath)ltorttos, however, Panaetius
maintained that conduct should be based on justice rather than expedi-
ency, but he argued that rvhat is just is at the same time expedient, though
apparent contradictions arise \r,hen, of two alternative courses of action,
one merely appears to be just or erpedient. Thus Panaetius would have
held that government and international affairs must be based on justice,
itself compatible with true self-interest. ''

The Peri tou kath€konlos may also be viewed in palt as a refutati.on of
the Greek historian Agatharchides of Cnidus, author of a work entitled On
tlte Erytl'traearr Sea, which was written substantially during the reign of
Ptolemy \rI (180-145 BC). Agatharchides believed that the expansionism
of the powerful and sophisticated Hellenistic kingdoms (and Rome) was
consistent neither rvith justice nor with erpediency. The imperialism of
these states was immoral because it arose from wicked impulses and
produced evil results: it u'as inerpedient because it brought grief to the
pelpetlators. Expansionism, moleover, subverted the rule of nature, fol it
cou'r-rpted native populations brought under the influence or control of the
Ifellenistic kingdoms. Although considered less advanced, these peoples
actualll- surpassed the Greeks in their compliance with natural 1aw, and
thelefole enjoyed a happier way of iife. For them, contact ivith the Helle-
rLi,.tic n'orld u'as not beneficial but harmful. Thus Agatharchides
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